Garrett Eckbo and the Fulton Mall:
How to Value a Nationally Significant
Modernist Landscape
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Union Bank Plaza, Los Angeles




Fulten Mall
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Jean Arp (1886-1966) abstract artist




Dewey Donnell Garden, Sonoma, CA (1947-50)




NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK?

Fresno Mall, 2008
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visual + spatial relationships
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Landscape Composition:

Visual + Spatial
Relationships

Circulation (Pedestrian
ways and material
composition)

Landscape Composition
(Planting Design)

Fountains and Public Art

Site Furnishings and
Objects



“The most significant
contribution of such a
completely designed complex
as the mall is the example it
sets for attainment of a
harmonious streetside
atmosphere. The design
elements include shrub
planting areas, many of a
highly architectural form;
benches and sitting areas
formed in concrete with tile

Inserts for color and interest;
pools and fountains in
abudance and variety for the
sound of gaily splashing
water, and drinking
fountains of handsome
design.”

George W. Wickstead,
Critique: Fresno Mall’s First
Twelve Months
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circulation: alignment and geometry




circulation: geometry and materials
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Vis_uélly the Mall has become impenetrable
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landscape composition: canopy and understory
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“Repetitious use of materials and the massing of plant
materials in minimum variety would be the key, with
dependence upon this simplicity and weight of form, color,
material, and texture to create the final complex”

George W. Wickstead, Critique: Fresno Mall’s First
Twelve Months
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Fountains and water features













public art




Strong
vertical
elements
have
magnetic pull
to orient and

move you
through the
\YELD




PhreeFires: Spreading Leaping,
Smoldering (Falkenstein, 1966)
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seating options
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arbors













Welcome  Fulion Mall
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drinking fountains
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November 28 is the 100t anniversary of Eckbo’s birth.

Eckbo was keenly interested in the social experience in the
urban landscape. In his built works and critical writings he
called for an organized and well planned landscape, from
garden to nature -- a designed landscape that stressed the
relations between human and land without apologizing for
the human presence.



