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Sabina Gonzalez 

2890 Huntington Blvd. #147 

Fresno, CA 

(559) 394-8752 

sabina@cncedfund.org 

 

General Plan Workshop 

Edison High School, Fresno, CA 

September 6, 2014 

 

1. It was unfortunate that this workshop was not a priority for the District 3 staff and 

councilmember because they were noticeably absent. 

2. The community here clearly identified the priority as being the redesignation of the M3 zoning 

in West Fresno into zoning that allows for a healthy community. 

 

Who will help residents make this change happen? 
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Casey Lauderdale

From: Arakel Arisian <arakel@arisiangroup.com>

Sent: Monday, August 18, 2014 5:44 PM

To: Jennifer Clark

Cc: Trai Her; Robyn Tusan

Subject: Fresno GP Update Comments - CMC

Hello Jennifer, 

 

On behalf of Community Medical Centers, I would like to ensure that the previously submitted comments made by CMC 

regarding the proposed downtown development code are accounted for during the General Plan update process.  As 

you mentioned during our August 1, 2014 meeting, we would like to confirm that the downtown land uses shown in the 

draft GP land use diagram are subject to refinement through the Downtown Neighborhoods Plan and Downtown 

Development Code.   

 

As was included in our previous comments, the land use diagram (Figure LU-1) and the special use zone description 

(page 3-47) for the Special District-Hospital area are not consistent with the adopted master plan for the Community 

Regional Medical Center campus.   The current master plans extends from Diana/RR tracks to west and south, McKenzie 

Avenue on the north, and Fresno Street on the east and south.  We would like to meet with you to discuss this and other 

issues pertaining to the CRMC campus.   

 

Additional comments will be submitted regarding the draft EIR in the near future.  Thank you for your time and 

consideration. 

 

Arakel A. Arisian  

AICP, LEED AP 

Arisian Group 

389 Clovis Avenue, Ste. 200 

Clovis CA 93612 

Office: 559-797-4359 

Mobile: 559-260-2070  

 

http://www.arisiangroup.com 
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Barbara Hunt 

24755 Walnut Ave. 

Fresno, CA 

(559) 477-5320 

 

General Plan Workshop 

Edison High School, Fresno, CA 

September 6, 2014 

 

Why is Southwest Fresno mot listed in the General? Housing Element by law where are they? Where is 

all the bond money for Southwest Fresno? Merger #2? Where is Southwest Fresno locator? Where is the 

our money for our school children and parents and all the people for this are. West is the water no more 

people or construct. I want to know the property sharing we have is about. City and County (this is illegal 

all). I’m going to file a lawsuit. Is the Sphere of Influence legal? Why? We don’t have a General Plan in 

place Illegal? I object to all. 
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Casey Lauderdale

From: Arnoldo Rodriguez

Sent: Tuesday, November 04, 2014 8:49 AM

To: Casey Lauderdale

Subject: FW: Environmental Impact

Categories: Purple Category

Let’s add this to the list as a late submittal. 

 

From: General Plan  

Sent: Monday, November 03, 2014 5:44 PM 
To: Jennifer Clark; Daniel Zack; Arnoldo Rodriguez; Michelle Zumwalt; Casey Lauderdale 

Subject: FW: Environmental Impact 

 
See received comment below.  

 

From: nk [mailto:neptuneskey2you@yahoo.com]  

Sent: Sunday, November 02, 2014 4:06 PM 

To: General Plan 
Subject: Environmental Impact 

 
Greetings, 
 
I'm not sure if you are still accepting comments from Fresno citizens about the draft General Plan and 
Draft Master Environmental Impact Report that you advertised in the Fresno Bee Newspaper last 
month, but I am interested in giving my two cents in hopes of influencing positive change in our 
growing city.  
Throughout the years I've lived in Fresno, not until this year have I become the most affected and 
concerned about our air quality. First to the necessity of water, fresh air is becoming more and more 
scarce. With global climate change on the rise and Fresno being in the location it is, it is only a matter 
of time before we are no longer able to see the trees at the other end of the field. Therefore, it is 
extremely disgruntling to witness most every day of the week, yard maintenance workers mindlessly 
blowing their electronic air equipment to transfer settled dust and leaves from one area outside to 
another, while allowing it to drastically pollute the air around them.  
In order to prevent our air quality from worsening, along with our quality of life since breathing defines 
our existence, we can simply eliminate the use of lawn blowers all around town and have people rake 
instead for the sake of our health. I say "simply" because it is the least we can do before something 
bigger happens which we cannot control as well. 
Sometimes using technology only for its convenience, can be a greater threat to our lives than we 
realize.  
In this case, common sense is showing me that the cons of lawn blowers far outweigh the pros for 
obvious reasons we can see and feel directly from our own windows. Unfortunately, this one problem 
creates a domino effect when left unhelped. If we are at all concerned about obesity, endangered 
species, or newborn babies getting the chance to reach their full potential in society, we would at 
least try to provide them with a safe experience outdoors.  
 
I hope these words resonate with someone in control of planning Fresno's future. 
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Thank you for your time. 



The following page numbers (P. 6-12 and 6-16) have paragraphs that need to be 
modified in the General Plan Draft. 

 

P. 6-12 

Key issues 

Ability to Meet Response Time Standards 

The city of Fresno Fire Departments target response time for its service area is 5 
minutes and 20 seconds for 90 percent of emergency incident response.  This time 
standard measures unit response from the time the unit was alerted to the emergency 
incident to the time the first unit arrived at the emergency incident.  This response time 
standard is critical to saving lives before flashover occurs at fire incidents and arriving in 
time to provide basic life support in situations such as sudden cardiac arrest, trauma, 
impaired breathing and other severe medical emergencies.  In 2013, the Fire 
Department response time was 6 minutes 26 seconds to 90 percent of fire and medical 
emergencies. 

 

P. 6-16 

PU-2-e 

Service Standards. Strive to achieve a community wide risk management plan that 
includes the following service level objectives 90 percent of the time: 

 First Unit on Scene – First fire unit arriving with a minimum of three firefighters 
within 5 minutes and 20 seconds from the time the unit/s was alerted to the 
emergency incident to the time the first unit arrived at the emergency incident. 
 

 Effective Response Force – Provide sufficient number of firefighters on the scene 
of an emergency within 9 minutes and 20 seconds from the time of unit alert to 
arrival.  The effective response force is measured as 15 firefighters for low risk 
fire incidents and 21 firefighters for high risk fire incident and is the number of 
personnel necessary to complete specific tasks required to contain and control 
fire minimizing loss of life and property. 
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August 15,2014

Jennifer Clark, AICP, Director
City of Fresno
Development & Resource Management Department
2600 Fresno Street, Room 3065
Fresno, CA 93721

Subject: Draft Fresno General Plan

Dear Ms. Clark:

This letter provides our comments on the Draft Fresno General Plan. We have commented twice
previously by way of letters to Keith Bergthold dated April 22, 2013, and August 12, 2013. The
matters brought up in these letters have largely been addressed, except for several items listed below.

• Our analysis indicates that full development of the existing City of Fresno service area west
of Locan Avenue will likely result in the need for two additional elementary schools. Figure
POSS-2 correctly shows an elementary school site at the southeast comer of Clinton and
Temperance Avenues.l This will be the next elementary school constructed by the District.
An additional school site will be needed and probably should be located in the SW quadrant
of the area between Armstrong, Fowler, Clinton, McKinley Fowler and Clinton. This is an
area that was formerly planned largely for light industrial development and is now proposed
for residential development. There is currently a designation on the land use map for a park in
this area. We recommend this designation be changed to show a school with a "P"
designation to denote a "School with Park" at this location,

• Figure POSS-2 shows three elementary schools (School with Park) designations in the Clovis
Unified portion of the Southeast Development Area (north of Tulare Avenue), as well as the
future educational center, which will include an elementary school. The map previously
designated a total of four elementary sites plus the educational center with two of the school
sites shown along Olive Avenue, one east of DeWolf Avenue and one west of DeWolf
Avenue. Our recommendation was to delete the site east of DeWolf; however, the revised
Figure POSS-2 eliminated the site west of DeWolf. We would like the site east of DeWolf
removed and the site west of DeWolf reinstated as the western site is an area with more
development potential.2

• In a meeting with Keith Bergthold on April 19, 2013, he indicated that the "SS" (Special
School) designation shown on the earlier Figure POSS-2 for approximately 40 acres at the
northwest comer of Temperance and Olive Avenues was incorrect as it was intended to be
designated as a future water treatment plant. This site is still shown as a Special School on the

Governing Board

Sandra A. Bengel

Christopher Casado

Brian D. Heryford

Ginny L. Hovsepian

Richard Lake. C.P.A.

Elizabeth J. Sandoval

Jim Van Volkinburg. D.D.S.

Administration

Janet L. Young, Ed.D.
Superintendent

Carlo Prandlnl. Ph.D.
Deputy Superintendent

Norm Anderson
Assodate Superintendent

Barry Jager
Assodate Superintendent

Michael Johnston
Assodate Superintendent

1 The General Plan Land Use Map does not show an elementary school site at the southeast corner of Clinton and Temperance Avenue
as does Figure POSS-2. This should be corrected.
2 The General Plan Land Use Map is not consistent with Figure POSS-2 in that it shows both elementary (School with Park) sites
along Olive Avenue.

1450 Hemdon Avenue • Oow. CA 93611~599
559-327-9000 • www.cuscl.com

http://www.cuscl.com
caseyl
Typewritten Text
145



current Figure POSS-2, which needs to be corrected. We note that the District's Temperance-Kutner Elementary
School is located at the southeast corner of the Temperance/Olive intersection, diagonally across from the future
water treatment plant site. We would like to have assurance that the treatment plant will be compatible with the
school and not pose any hazard or problem to the school. Along these lines, we would expect to be kept in the
loop in terms of planning for the plant and to receive any future draft CEQA documents on the treatment plant for
our review and comment.

In closing, we would like to thank you and your staff for being accessible and responsive to our input. In particular, we
appreciated a change in a previous draft policy (POSS-8-b) that required a plan amendment and rezoning for new schools
sites. This has been revised in the current draft to provide for collaboration with school districts to plan and implement
new school sites in a manner that supports and reinforces objectives to develop walkable Complete Neighborhoods.

Please let me know if you have any questions regarding this letter.

Don Ulrich
Assistant Superintendent
Facility Services
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October 9, 2014 
 
jennifer.clark@fresno.gov  
 
Jennifer K Clark 
Director of Development and Resource  
Management Department 
2600 Fresno Street   Room 3065 
Fresno, CA 93721 
 
Dear Ms. Clark: 
 
 The Downtown Fresno Coalition submits the following comments on the Draft of 
the 2035 General Plan.   
 
p. 3-69  Implementing Policy D-7-a: 
 Regarding the list of Community and Specific plans to be amended or repealed, the 
following should be added:  
 Due process must be followed in amending or repealing any of the listed plans.  The 
process must be preceded by full environmental review in accordance with CEQA . 
 
pp. 8-1 —8-16 
This chapter on Historic and Cultural Resources presents a commendable collection of 
principles and policies to carry out its stated purpose  “to provide policy guidance to 
protect, preserve, and enhance the city’s cultural and historic resources.”  The existence 
of such high-minded intentions, however, only serves to highlight a glaring inconsistency 
in the Draft 2035 General Plan that we find offensive: the acceptance without question of 
the plan to destroy the Fulton Mall,  the City’s most widely acclaimed historical resource, 
under the guise of  “reconstructing” it.  We refer to the Objective on page 3-16:  UF-11 
Revitalize the Fulton Corridor consistent with the reconstruction project. 
 
We urge you to omit UF-11 from the 2035 General Plan. 
 
 
Sincerely yours, 
 
 
 
Harold Tokmakian, AICP  Linda Zachritz  Ray McKnight 
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October 8, 2014 
 
Jennifer Clark 
Director, City of Fresno Development and Resource Management Department 
2600 Fresno Street, Room 3065 
Fresno, CA 93721 
 
RE: 2035 Draft General Plan Comments 
 
Dear Ms. Clark, 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Fresno City 2035 General Plan 
and thank you for your hard work on the plan.  I have several major concerns: 
 
No Development Code 
The plan is very long, but still incomplete lacking the Development Code.   It seems 
this plan for the zoning/form-based code should be available before the vote on the 
General Plan is taken. 
 
Increased High Density 
Fresno already has a high density with 50% of its residents living in apartments. 
The high-density corridors along Kings Canyon, Shaw and Blackstone will 
contribute to an unhealthy lifestyle for the families of our city. 
 

Privacy 

Living in an apartment can be frustrating because the walls are thin, so it’s very 
easy to hear the individuals who live below, above, or beside you. For families or 
individuals who like to stay private, an apartment or duplex can be a bad idea. 

Yards 

Single-Family homes provide opportunity for individual yards and outdoor space. 
Most parents prefer a safe backyard for their children to play, rather than a park 
down the street.  Certainly, it is wonderful to have backyards and parks also. 

 
Parking 

Most apartments do not have garages, usually only a covered assigned parking 
spaces.  Guest parking is often a problem. Storage is a problem.  Vandalism is a 
problem. 

 
Pests 

In a large apartment house, roaches are a big nuisance and health concern.  When 
a new tenant moves in, roaches often are brought in with their possessions.  Pests 
spread to other apartments. 
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Noise 

This can become even worse if you or nearby families have loud children or have 
some who like to play loud music. With a single family home, there is more peace 
and quiet.  When people sleep better, they are healthier and do better at work and 
school. 
 
Increased Crime 

Studies show that criminals are uniquely attracted to apartment complexes.  These 
properties offer plenty of targets and victims.  Since the crime rate in Fresno is 
around twice the national average, maybe we should not increase apartment 
living---already 50%.   
 

Many people prefer apartments and that should be their choice, but our goal should not be 
to increase the high-density living we already have in Fresno.  A single-family home is 
part of the American dream. Governments do not have the right to take that freedom of 
choice away by decreasing the availability and increasing the costs through zoning, 
regulations, and unnecessary requirements to builders through mitigation. 
 
Bike Lanes 

Fresno has spent $21 million on bike lanes.  These are nice for recreation, but people do 
not want to give up their cars for bikes.  Many streets have had reduced traffic lanes 
resulting in congestion and dangerous conditions. Please do not increase the problems by 
adding more bike lanes. 
 
Thank you for taking the time to listen and read public comments. 
 
Sincerely, 
Kay Errotabere 
Lifelong resident of Fresno 
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