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TRAINING TITLE 
Confined Spaces - Making Safe Entries - Harnesses/Tripods and Ventilators

KEY TEACHING POINTS

HARNESS/TRIPOD
• These devices can allow the attendant to retrieve the victim in some situations.  They are useful for work

in permit spaces that are IDLH, have a vertical entry or that pose a risk of engulfment.
• These retrieval devices may not work if the victim falls behind machinery or there are obstacles in the

space.
VENTILATORS
• Blower and ventilators are used to purge hazardous atmospheres.  They have an effective capacity in

CFM (cubic feet per minute) that determines purge times.
• Purge times should be listed on the permit.
• While purging, the dropped end of the hose should:

• Hang vertically
• Be more than 1 foot below ceiling
• Be not more than 2 feet above the floor

• When using a blower, make sure that:
• The blower intake is away from traffic to avoid vehicle exhaust fumes
• The exhaust from gas-powered blower is not being sucked into the blower air intake
• The blower intake is at least five feet away from the confined space and upwind from the

entrance.

TEST

QUESTION
ANSWERS

TRUE FALSE

1.  Harness/tripod are devices used to allow the attendant to retrieve a victim in some
situations.

2.  Retrieval devices may not work if the victim falls behind machinery or there are
obstacles in the space.

3.  Purge times are not listed on the permit.

4.  The blower intake is at least five feet away from the confined space and upwind
from the entrance.

5.  While purging, the dropped end of the hose can be anywhere in the space.
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