
EMPLOYEE TRAINING RECORD

TRAINING TITLE Accident Prevention - Toxic Fumes and Waste Disposal

KEY TEACHING POINTS

TOXIC FUMES
• Use a fume hood for routine reagent preparation or whenever handling substances which

may generate harmful atmospheric contaminants.  Pick a hood that has adequate air
displacement and expels harmful vapors and gases at their source.  The face velocity of
laboratory fume hoods must average from 100 to 150 FPM (feet per minute), depending
upon the substance handled.

WASTE DISPOSAL
• A good safety program requires constant care in disposal of laboratory waste.  Corrosive

materials should never be poured down a sink or drain.  These substances can corrode
away the drain pipe and/or trap.  Corrosive acids should be poured down corrosion-
resistant sinks and sewers using large quantities of water to dilute and flush the acid.

• Hazardous chemicals/substances must be disposed of by methods that comply with
local environmental regulations.  Confirm the local requirements before disposal.

• To protect maintenance personnel, separate covered containers should be used to
dispose of broken glass.
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QUESTION
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TRUE FALSE

1.  Disposal of hazardous waste must be made using approved methods.

2.  Corrosive materials should never be poured down a sink or drain.

3.  Put broken glass in open containers so maintenance personnel can
see it and know to protect themselves.

4.  Face velocity of fume hoods should average from 100 to 150 FPM.

5.  Plan for waste disposal before you work is not a requirement of
safety.
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