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TRAINING TITLE Safety Signs

KEY TEACHING POINTS
• Today let's talk about signs.  They tell us when to stop at an intersection, they tell us how fast we can go on

the highways and when we are permitted to smoke.  As a child growing up, one of the first signs most of us
remember seeing is the railroad crossing sign.  That sign taught us to STOP, LOOK, and LISTEN before
proceeding across the tracks.

• Safety signs are designed to do the same thing.  A sign gives a message to you.  Words like DANGER,
WARNING and CAUTION will be in large bold print at the top.  One way to remember what these signs stand
for is to think about the color* of each sign.
• RED means DANGER.  Danger is used to indicate a hazardous situation which has a high

probability of death or sever injury.
• ORANGE  is used for WARNING.  Warning is used to indicate a hazardous situation which has

some probability of death or serious injury.
• YELLOW is for CAUTION.  This sign is used to indicate a hazardous situation which may result in

minor or moderate injury.
• BLUE - NOTICE.  Used to state City policy relating to safety for personnel or property.
• GREEN means GENERAL SAFETY.  These indicate instructions relative to safe work practices,

reminders of safety procedures, and the location of safety equipment.
• Another way to get the safety message out is through the use of pictographs.  These signs impart a

warning or information by using universally understandable graphic symbols.
• Both written signs and pictographs provide helpful information or warn us of possible dangers, but these

signs are effective only when they are observed.  The next time you see a sign, make sure you understand
the safety message before proceeding.  Always STOP, LOOK, and LISTEN!

*Code of Federal Regulations, Title 29, Section 1910.45
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1  RED means DANGER

2  ORANGE  is used for WARNING

3  YELLOW is for CAUTION

4  BLUE - NOTICE

5  GREEN means GENERAL SAFETY
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